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HEROLD AND PETTIT TO INSPIRE HOPE

AMONG FAMILY MEMBERS THIS WEEKEND IN BAKERSFILED

May 10, 2005 

Phoenix, AZ – Veteran race drivers Joe Herold and Jim Pettit II team up this Saturday night at Mesa Marin Raceway in Bakersfield as they steer their Racing for the Missing team machines in the NASCAR AutoZone Elite Division, Southwest Series, Rialto Concrete Products 100 lap race.  

The Racing for the Missing teammates will provide families of two missing loved ones hope and inspiration as they take to the track in front of thousands of race fans this Saturday night. Herold and Pettit prepare for an exciting night of racing action by bringing the positive message of Personal Safety and Awareness to the forefront of the Bakersfield community and race fans. 

Racing for the Missing (RFTM) is a division of the Nation’s Missing Children Organization www.nmco.org and was founded as a Personal Safety & Awareness program in 1999 utilizing motorsports as their instrument to reach the public. “The hood of a stock car is the ideal location and size to allow for a larger then life vinyl likeness of a missing person and the contact information to be displayed in a position everyone can see,” said Darrell LaMoure co-founder of RFTM with wife Shelley. “We appreciate the support both Jim and Joe have given our program this year.”

Joe Herold of Poway, California and his # 5 Quality Chevrolet will profile Amber Hoopes of Idaho Falls, ID.  

Amber Shawnell Hoopes turned twenty-four last December and is still missing. Hoopes is a white female, five-foot five-inches tall, with brown hair and eyes, weighing one hundred forty pounds. Hoopes was last known to be in her bedroom at approximately 10:30 p.m. in the vicinity of the 2700 block of E. Lincoln Rd in Idaho Falls, ID on September 14, 2001. If you have any information concerning Hoopes please contact the Bonneville County Sheriff’s Office at 

(208) 529-1350. http://www.theyaremissed.org/ncma/gallery/ncmaprofile_all.php?A200301200W
MORE
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“We’re excited to bring our efforts to the community of Bakersfield this weekend and our goal, as always, is to make each and every family member in the stands aware that you can never be to careful of your surroundings and how to protect yourself and loved ones from becoming a victim of such an unnecessary situation,” said driver Joe Herold. “I am honored to compete as a Racing for the Missing team member and assist the Hoopes family locate Amber.” 

Jim Pettit II of Prunedale, CA, the 2004 Series Champion who is only one point behind series leader Auggie Vidovich II going into this weekend race, will profile Tyrone Bryant of Fort Wayne, IN on his California Hot Wood Ford. 

Mr. Bryant, a twenty-five year old, five-foot eleven, 135 pound, black, male was last seen

October 31, 2001 at his residence in the vicinity of the 2800 block of Lafayette St. in Fort Wayne, IN. Bryant, has a tattoo of the word “Troop” on his upper left bicep, pierced left ear, horizontal scar on bottom of his left elbow and tattoo of the words “The Bryant Family Tree” with branches and the names “Tyrone Bryant,”  “Bethany Bryant” and “Javin Bryant” written in black on the branches. If you have any information concerning Mr. Bryant please contact the

Ft. Wayne Police Department at (260) 427-1202.

http://www.theyaremissed.org/ncma/gallery/ncmaprofile_all.php?A200401654S
“Our Racing for the Missing is effort is such an essential part of what each and every community should be aware of, which is to educate each family member about being safe and having an open line of communication with each other so they feel comfortable in letting each other know where they are while away from home.” said Pettit. “We are honored to have the image of Tyrone Bryant on our car and hope it results in success both on and off the track.”

The race action takes place this Saturday, May 14 at Mesa Marin Raceway in Bakersfield, CA. Adult tickets are $25 for General Admission and $30 for Reserved Seating. Children’s tickets 

are $5 for ages 6 – 12. For more information please contact Mesa Marin Raceway 

at 661-366-5711. Gates at 4 pm, Racing begins at 7:00 pm.
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