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February 3, 2005

“RACING FOR THE MISSING” EFFORTS CONTINUE IN DAYTONA

FOR THE GRAND-AM CUP 200 THIS FRIDAY 
(Phoenix, AZ) Six years after founding Racing For the Missing, NASCAR AutoZone Elite Division, Southwest Series driver Darrell LaMoure and wife Shelley from Phoenix, AZ announced at a press conference during last weekends Copper World Classic in Avondale, AZ they would increase their Racing for the Missing efforts to the national level this year. 

Indeed, their efforts expanded in less than one week as, Racing for the Missing teams up with Bo Roach and Christian Kimball of Tulsa, OK and Jeff Leppar of Martinez, CA driving the Franklin American Mortgage/Racing for the Missing, #32 Chevrolet Cobalt, ST Class car in the Grand-Am Cup 200 at Daytona International Speedway this Friday, February 4.

The car will feature the likeness of Patrice Tamber Endres of Cumming, GA who has been missing since April 15, 2004.
"Who would have thought within minutes after our announcement at PIR that a Jeff Leppar a Grand-Am Cup driver would offer to help us out at the opening road race of the year at Daytona International Speedway,” said a surprised LaMoure.

“It truly reflects that our program is one that people understand and believe in as they learn more about our efforts, which is to educate people about how to prevent the loss of a loved one and provide hope to the families of the missing,“ continued LaMoure. “It feels very special to have what we considered a kind gesture turn into a life mission.” 

Racing for the Missing was unveiled at the 1999 Copper World Classic when Darrell featured missing child Mikelle Biggs of Mesa, AZ on the hood of his NASCAR AutoZone Southwest Series stock car. Mikelle had disappeared in January of 1999 while waiting for an ice cream truck; only steps away form her home. After profiling Mikelle with a larger than life photograph, Desert Thunder Motorsports and the Nation’s Missing Children Organization became partners. The efforts to find Mikelle became the largest in Arizona history. Six years later Mikelle still remains missing.
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Racing for the Missing is designed as a tool to create awareness of missing persons by utilizing the primary position on a racecar with a larger than life image of the profiled individual. In addition, both on and off the track the team promotes preventative education helping parents keep their children safe. The team has successfully introduced missing persons into the largest spectator sport in the world while working directly with law enforcement and the victim’s families. Their work is two-fold, their efforts generate publicity and information for the cases profiled and they are able to provide assistance and much needed support to families. Families and friends of a profiled person are invited out the race to meet the team and enjoy the event. “Anytime we can bring families together, provide comfort and share a common goal, we are successful," says LaMoure. 

As of January 1, 2005 there were 103,768 active cases, both juvenile and adults in the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Crime Information Center (NCIC). Racing for the Missing has featured nearly 60 missing persons during the past six years, with the highest profile cases being Chandra Levy, Kristin Modaferri and Amy Bradley.

Racing for the Missing is a division of Nation’s Missing Children Organization (NMCO) headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona. NMCO serves as a national repository of information accessible to the general public, advocacy groups, law enforcement, medical examiner and coroners.

To support the Racing for the Missing please make financial donations to NMCO/RFTM at 2432 W. Peoria Ave., Suite 1286, Phoenix, AZ 85029 or visit www.missingadults.org
and click on donations under How To Help section. Please indicate that the donation is intended for the Racing for the Missing program.

Additional information about the Patrice Enders case can be found at: 

http://www.theyaremissed.org/ncma/gallery/ncmaprofile_all.php?A200401353S
For further information about Racing for the Missing please contact a 

Program Manager:

Darrell LaMoure 602-377-2112


Don Tatman 520-349-3047

Shelley LaMoure 602-717-4285


Scott Simpson 623-703-2070
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