January 29, 2005

“RACING FOR THE MISSING” EFFORTS TO EXPAND NATIONWIDE
(Phoenix, AZ) Six years after founding Racing For the Missing, NASCAR AutoZone Elite Division, Southwest Series driver Darrell LaMoure and wife Shelley from Phoenix, AZ announced that they are increasing their Racing for the Missing efforts to the national level beginning in 2005. 

"Who would have thought six years ago we would be here now, a kind gesture turns into a life mission,” said Darrell Lamoure.  “Working at the Nation’s Missing Children Organization has given us a good feeling about ourselves and we are now implementing plans to expand coast to coast with the addition of key people and streamlined communication with the media and law enforcement.  We will be able to provide our services to more families with missing loved ones,” LaMoure added.  

Racing for the Missing was unveiled at the 1999 Copper World Classic when Darrell featured missing child Mikelle Biggs of Mesa, AZ on the hood of his NASCAR AutoZone Southwest Series stock car. Mikelle had disappeared in January of 1999 while waiting for an ice cream truck, only steps away form her home. After profiling Mikelle with a larger than life photograph, Desert Thunder Motorsports and the Nation’s Missing Children Organization became partners. The efforts to find Mikelle became the largest in Arizona history. Six years later Mikelle still remains missing.

Racing for the Missing is designed as a tool to create awareness of missing persons by utilizing the primary position on a racecar with a larger than life image of the profiled individual. In addition, both on and off the track the team promotes preventative education helping parents keep their children safe. The team has successfully introduced missing persons into the largest spectator sport in the world while working directly with law enforcement and the victim’s families. Their work is two-fold, their efforts generate publicity and information for the cases profiled and they are able to provide assistance and much needed support to families. Families and friends of a profiled person are invited out the race to meet the team and enjoy the event. “Anytime we can bring families together, provide comfort and share a common goal, we are successful," says LaMoure. 

As of January 1, 2005 there were 103,768 active cases, both juvenile and adults in the Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Crime Information Center (NCIC). Racing for the Missing has featured nearly 60 missing persons during the past six years, with the highest profile cases being Chandra Levy, Kristin Modaferri and Amy Bradley.
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Racing for the Missing is very pleased to announce the addition of two experienced professionals to the Racing for the Missing staff. 

Don Tatman joins Racing for the Missing after six years of being involved with Motor Racing Outreach (MRO) on the NASCAR AutoZone Elite Division, Southwest Series.  Tatman has also been a member of the Tucson Police Department since 1982, in which he has served at Sergeant, Public Information Officer (PIO), and training department staff in Stress Management and Pre-Trauma Inoculation. As a Racing for the Missing Program Manager, Tatman will provide counseling and spiritual support to family and friends of profiled individuals. He will also work in unison with local law enforcement officials.

Scott Simpson joins Racing for the Missing after 15 years in the motorsports industry of which he was a Director of the marketing, promotions, advertising and public relations departments for Phoenix International Raceway and Indianapolis Raceway Park. Simpson will manage the marketing, fundraising and community outreach efforts.

Teams featuring their support of Racing for the Missing at the Copper World Classic this 

weekend include:

NASCAR AutoZone Elite Division

Darrell LaMoure, #94 NAPA Auto Parts/Racing for the Missing Chevrolet, 

profiling Norma Dale Massa of Tunica, WA

Joe Herold, # 5 Quality Chevrolet/Classic Volkswagon Chevrolet, Poway, CA
profiling Jesse Florez of Phoenix, AZ
NASCAR Grand National, West Series

Brandon Ash, # 3 Interstate Motorsports Pontiac, Umpqua, OR profiling

Marcie Peterson of Marietta, GA

USAC Weld Racing Silver Crown Series


Nick Lundgren, #0 Lundgren/Racing for the Missing Beast/Gaerte, profiling Maura Murray of Amherst, MA

Racing for the Missing is a division of Nation’s Missing Children Organization (NMCO) headquartered in Phoenix, Arizona. NMCO serves as a national repository of information accessible to the general public, advocacy groups, law enforcement, medical examiner and coroners.

To support the Racing for the Missing please make financial donations to NMCO/RFTM at 2432 W. Peoria Ave., Suite 1286, Phoenix, AZ 85029 or visit www.missingadults.org and click on donations under How To Help section. Please indicate that the donation is intended for the Racing for the Missing program.

For further information about Racing for the Missing please contact a 

Program Manager:

Darrell LaMoure 602-377-2112


Don Tatman 520-349-3047

Shelley LaMoure 602-717-4285


Scott Simpson 623-703-2070
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